Take Advantage of the Opportunity to
Comment on ABCR Rules and Regulations

The Alabama Board of Court Reporting (ABCR) is currently advertising proposed amendments
to Chapter 257-X-3-.01 of the Rules and Regulations regarding temporary licensure. All
proposed amendments to the Board's Rules and Regulations are advertised for the purpose of
receiving public comment. Licensee's and consumers of court reporting services are especially
encouraged to provide written public comment to the ABCR documenting any concerns prior to
the finalization of Rules and Regulations.

We are making every effort to better this Board, serve the licensees, and protect the public, as
charged by our Legislature. Many hours of review, discussion, research, and drafting language
have gone into the proposed temporary rule amendments. These amendments mostly address
current limitations in the temporary licensure program as discovered through both the
application and disciplinary process.

Time, Place, Manner of Presenting Views: Written comments, views, or arguments will be
received by the ABCR thru 4:30 p.m. on December 5, 2018. Comments should be directed to
the ABCR at P.O. Box 241565; Montgomery, AL 36124-1565.

All written comments received will be reviewed by the ABCR at the next available Board
meeting following the close of the public comment period.



CHAPTER 257-X-3 — Licensure

257-X-3-.01 Temporary Licensure

)] Effective en April 21, 2010, any person who is a graduate of a school of court reporting
may apply for temporary licensure.

(2) Temporary licenses shall expire eighteen (18) months after issuance.

(3) Temporary licenses are not renewable. In the event that a temporary license expires
without the temporary licensee having passed the examination for full licensure, court reporting
services by the temporary licensee shall cease and desist immediately upon the expiration of
the temporary license. The Board will issue a Cease and Desist notice upon the expiration of
an expired Temporary License and copy the employer of record. The Board Investigator will
follow up with the expired temporary licensee to ensure the individual is not operating with an
expired temporary license (if the individual has not been issued their full licensure). Upon
expiration of a temporary license, the temporary license number will be removed from the listing
of temporary licenses listed-underthe-expiredisting on the Board’s web site. The Board may
not be held liable for lost income to the temporary licensee or to the court reporting firm due to
expiration of a temporary license.

4) The temporary license application will consist of the following:

(a) Proof of graduation from a school of court reporting in the form of: Official
Transcripts, Copy of Diploma, or Official Letter from the Court Reporting Program’s
Director;

(b) Completed application forms for both the temporary licensee and the supervising
court reporter, as approved by the Board;

(c) Payment of aApplication and temporary license fees as approved by the Board.

(5) The temporary license allows the applicant to practice as a court reporter without
passing the examination, subject to the following stipulations:

(a) The court reporter with a temporary license shall function under the supervision

of a currently licensed court reporter.
) “Supervision” requires the licensed, supervising court reporter to be
physically present with the temporary licensee and readily accessible to the
licensee to designate or prescribe a course of action or give procedural
guidance, direction and periodic evaluation. When it is not possible for the
supervising court reporter to be physically present or physically accessible, the
supervising court reporter may be accessible to the licensee for direction and
consultation on a limited, occasional or emergency basis through electronic or
telephonic communication. The supervising court reporter shall be responsible to
ensure that the temporary licensee does not routinely provide court reporting
services in the absence of the direct supervision of the supervising court reporter,
as defined in this section.

(b) Temporary licensees may not direct bill for court reporting services provided;

such services may be billed solely through the employing court reporter firm or a-fully

licensed the temporary ceurtreporterlicensee’s supervising court reporter.

(c) The temporary license will be reflected by the initials, “TL” for “Temporary

License,” followed by their assigned number.




(d) All individuals;-having-been issued a temporary license shall be subject to
regulation pursuant to any rules promulgated by the Alabama State Board of Court
Reporting and Alabama Code Section 34-8B-1, et seq.

(e) Failure of any temporary licensee to meet any-of the requirements for licensure
enumernaated in Reg 257—X—3 03 shall result in the explratlon of the temporarv license

Temporarv licensees are encouraqed at the earliest opportunity, to take and pass the
Licensure Examination, as prescribed under Reg. 257-X-3-.03, and must immediately
notify the Board and the supervising court reporter in writing of their passage or failure of
the Licensure Examination.

)] Temporary licensees are required to notify the Board in writing every six (6)
months of the status of the work being performed under their temporary license, to
include a listing, by style and number, of the cases for which they have provided court
reporting services and the contact information for the contracting entity for each case.
(@) The temporary licensee shall notify the Board in writing of the termination of the
supervisory relationship and/or the licensee’s transfer to another supervisor, within
fourteen (14) days of said termination or transfer. Failure to maintain a current
acknowledgement form (Form ABCR TL 1) on file with the Board office, signed by the
temporary licensee and his/her supervising court reporter, may subject both the
temporary licensee and the supervising court reporter to disciplinary action by the Board.

(6) A licensed court reporter serving as a supervisor for a temporary licensee must submit a
completed application therefore, be in good standing with the Board, and must not have been
subject to disciplinary action within the five (5) years previous to his/her application to serve as a
supervising court reporter. The application to serve as a supervising court reporter may be
denied only for failure to meet the qualifications of this section.

(7) Supervising court reporters shall also be required to comply with the following:

(a) Accept full responsibility for the actions of the temporary licensee while under the
supervising court reporter’s supervision. Supervising court reporters may not make a
temporary or permanent assignment of their supervisory duties over a temporary
licensee to another licensed court reporter.

(b) Ensure that the temporary licensee shall not take on an assignment above the
temporary licensee’s skill level, competency or abilities.

(c) Certify the temporary licensee’s work product by including the supervising court
reporter’s signature and license number on any transcript produced by the temporary
licensee.

(d) Notify the Board in writing of the termination of the supervisory relationship within
fourteen (14) days of said termination. Failure to timely provide written notification
thereof may subject the supervising court reporter to disciplinary action by the Board.

(8) Upon notification to a temporary licensee that he/she is the subject of a complaint or any
anticipated disciplinary action by the Board, the licensee’s supervisor shall also receive a copy
of the notification provided to the licensee. Any violation of the Board’s enabling law or its rules
by a temporary licensee may also subject the supervising court reporter to disciplinary action
from the Board.

Author: Alabama Board of Court Reporting
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Ed. Note: Rule 01 was repealed per certification filed May 25, 2017; Rule .02 was repealed per
certification filed August 22, 2012. Rule .03 is renumbered .01 per certification filed May 25,
2017; effective July 9, 2017.



